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A MOTHER has launched a
project to create a 120-hectare
hedgehog reserve in memory
of her son.
Felix Byam Shaw died aged 14

after contracting meningitis on
holiday with friends in 2014.
The Dragon and Eton school-

boy had a passion for hedge-
hogs and his mother Jane
wants the North Oxford com-
munity to open up their gar-
dens to create a space the size
of two golf courses for them to
roam around in.
Mrs ByamShaw said: “It came

tomy attention shortly after Fe-
lix died that hedgehogs were in
pretty dire straits. Just after he
died, we had a blind hedgehog
wandering around the middle
of the garden and it sort of
seemed like a call for action.
“They need an area of at least

90 hectares and we want to en-
courage everyone to connect
gardens with gaps in the walls
and fences to create a ‘green cor-
ridor’ so they can rove widely
to find food, shelter and water.”
The Felix Byam Shaw Foun-

Mother is rallying community to ‘get involved’

dation was set up a year ago
today to take on projects that
reflected Felix’s passions and
interests.
Since its launch, a sustainable

food bank has been set up in
West London based on the suc-
cess of the Oxford Food Bank
and the family has turned their
attention to hedgehogs as their
next major project.
Mrs Byam Shaw said: “Felix

loved hedgehogs and he res-
cued quite a few and took them
to Tiggywinkles a rescue centre
out towards Thame.
“He had a real passion for na-

ture and wildlife and the pro-
ject is in memory of him.”
An area within the bounda-

ries of the River Cherwell,
Marston Ferry Road, Banbury
Road and the southern border
of University Parks has been
identified – and at 118 hectares
will be big enough.
University Parks, Lady Mar-

garet Hall, Wolfson College and
The Dragon School have all
agreed to make their bounda-
ries more hedgehog-friendly.
The Dragon, where Felix had

been a pupil, will appoint a stu-
dent ‘hedgehog champion’ to
lead the prep school’s involve-
ment in the project.
MrsByamShawsaid:“Ihopeit

is something that can bring the
community together and it will
alsogiveusthechancetokeepin
touch with friends that we per-
haps haven’t since Felix died.”
Ecologist and author Hugh

Warwick, who has written sev-
eral books on hedgehogs said
the project could be vital to the
mammals’ survival.
He added said: “There are so

many practical things people
can do in their own garden; you
don’t have to drill holes in your
walls, that’s a last resort.
“I think it’s a wonderful pro-

ject and a great legacy in Felix’s
name.”

Hedgehog reserve in
schoolboy’s memory

Jane Byam Shaw and Hugh Warwick launch a project to create a hedgehog conservation area
in North Oxford in memory of Mrs Byam Shaw’s son Felix Picture: Richard Cave

Organisation makes call for trustees
THREE new trustees are
needed for the organisation
that manages some of Ki-
dlington’s parks and green
spaces

The Kidlington Recrea-
tional Trust controls most of
the village’s parks and rec-
reation grounds, which are
leased from Kidlington Par-

ish Council. Trustees are re-
sponsible for overseeing the
maintenance of these areas,
giving permission to groups
wanting to use them.

The trust held its annual
general meeting on April 4 to
re-elect the board members,
but a lack of interest means
three seats remain unfilled.

It will hold its next meet-
ing on Monday, May 9, at
Kidlington FC social club in
Yarnton Road.

Only Kidlington residents
may apply for a place on the
board, and meetings take
place once a month.

For more details, email
contact@ktrsc.co.uk.
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Felix Byam Shaw died in 2014


